WoW

Hundred Acre Wood during Messy Church Weekend

Minister
Rev Christine Sime, 01383 822316, revcsime@gmail.com
Session Clerk
Isobel Macfarlane, 01383 822990, isobel@dalgety-church.co.uk
Church Office, 01383 824092, office@dalgety-church.co.uk
Church web site: www.dalgety-church.org.uk
Find us on facebook - search for Dalgety Parish Church of Scotland
Dalgety Parish Church, Regents Way, Dalgety Bay, KY11 9UY

Dalgety Parish Church of Scotland Registered in Scotland as a Charity No. SC020926

Transformation! I don't want to be unkind but room four of our suite of
halls is/was the poor relation. The acoustics are not great for meetings or
services, there is no wonderful Noah's ark mural to lift the decor, it is not
the largest: it is a square space of utilitarian nature. That was until Messy
Church's Winnie the Pooh weekend hit. What a transformation. It became
the must visit room, it was full of wonder, different areas to explore,
prayer activities and a place to simply be....it was 100 Acre Wood. A
transformation that took a lot of time and effort, imagination and
creativity. The building of it was through teamwork. A large team! And of
course there is no 'i' in team.
But of course there is

. Or to be precise there are many 'i's

in a team. Many individuals pool their resources, work with others, on
their own in one area, to produce the overall, amazing finished work
of art. Unless 'i's get involved, nothing will be transformed. I cannot
tell you how many were involved in that particular transformation or
how many more were involved in such a successful weekend, but I do
know they were all important. And thank you to them. Many 'i's make
light work, and have more fun in the process.
But this 'i' in the team. There are times we feel that we are/have been
left on our own, with no one else to share the load, the work, the
worry. That is where our faith can really kick in and help if we let it,
for we are always part of a team, or family: a very visible
family.....our congregation, our church family. Sometimes it is a team
of two...our self and God, and a better teammate you will not find.
That is when we have to accept that 'i' alone will struggle: together
we will get through.
Winnie the Pooh and friends have taught us well about how to live our
faith. Perhaps one of the best lessons is to help one another and to let
others help us....to let God help us.
What can we transform when we work together and pool our talents
and time? Everything!
The world, our church, ourselves.
Christine

Good Wishes from the Congregation
For Susan. Thank you for your time with us and best wishes from all. A few
words from Christine and some of the congregation.
Susan's probation comes to an end very soon, with the
27th September being her last Sunday with us it that role. The
15 months have flown in, for us anyway, and we thank Susan for all
she has brought to our congregation. We pray God's blessing on her
as she moves into the next adventure of ministry, looking forward to
hearing how she is getting on with whatever parish and congregation
to which she is called to minister.
Christine
It is over a year since Susan arrived at Dalgety Parish Church to begin her
probationary period, prior to becoming a fully-fledged minister. In that time, we
have seen her grow in confidence and leadership, showing to us her belief in the
message being preached. Visiting Malawi at the beginning of her year with us,
added to the experience of ministry and the wider work of the church.
The pastoral side of Susan’s work, visiting members in their homes, has been
appreciated and has shown her caring nature to many individuals.
I know Susan has appreciated firstly, the work and support given by Christine and
also by members of the church as a whole. We would like to wish you every
success for the future and your search for the right parish for you.
Our prayers go with you at this challenging but exciting time.
Maureen Dickson
How quickly 15 months have passed! Susan started her time with us in the
Warm Heart of Africa and will go on to face the wild winds of bonny
Scotland with her approachable character and concern for others.
A cheery disposition and well thought out prayers and sermons will take
Susan into the hearts of her new congregation and her experiences in
Dalgety Parish will no doubt help in her approach to the new people she will
meet.
Susan has relaxed and grown during her time in Dalgety Bay and her sense
of humour and that distinctive laugh will no doubt be enjoyed by her new
Parish, wherever that may be.
Veronica Simpson

For the past 14 months, I have been a member of the group set up to support
Susan in her time of probation with us. It has been a pleasure to be part of
that group. We have met with her on a regular basis and I know that she has
taken on board any comments/suggestions we have made. She has become
a part of our church family and as she nears the end of her time with us she
will be in our prayers as she moves on to her own charge. We look forward
to hearing how she is doing wherever God calls her to be
Isobel McFarlane
It has been a real pleasure to get to know Susan over the last year or so.
She quickly became part of our Church family and it has been a real joy to
see her grow and develop in this, the final part of her training. I'm sure we
all have our own memories of Susan's time with us, as well as thought
provoking sermons and prayers. I will remember the way she spent time
getting to know people and her compassionate, caring personality shines
though. Wherever God calls Susan to preach His gospel, I am sure she will
be a fantastic minister.
Iain Welsh

Kirk Session
Following Alasdair’s departure, under the new Presbytery Plan, it was agreed
that when Aberdour St Fillan’s became vacant that charge would be reduced
to a 50% ministry with the other 50% coming to Dalgety to provide parish
assistance. Given the size of our parish and Christine’s workload and with
the support of Presbytery, we requested the 50% now and Ministries Council
agreed.
Having considered what we want a new parish assistant to do, the Kirk
Session has decided that we will advertise for a full-time worker, with
Dalgety Parish Church meeting the other 50% of the cost. The Kirk Session,
together with Human Resources at Church of Scotland, is preparing a job
specification for a new parish assistant. It is hoped this post will be
advertised within the next 2 months.
Isobel Macfarlane

The harvest has been gathered and reports suggest that, following the
disastrous flooding in January, the yield overall has been badly affected
and by the spring of next year much of Malawi could be suffering from
hunger. The Engcongolweni harvest has been affected but not as badly
as in the south where the maize crop was devastated.
Good news coming from
Engcongolweni is that the
Water Project which was
completed and dedicated in
July last year has expanded.
Geoffrey Simbeye, who heads
up the Engcongolweni
Partnership Committee, sent
an e-mail, in which he said:
“Am also happy to inform you
that the water pipes have
increased from 15 standing
pipes to 40 standing pipes and within a few weeks will have further
increased to 70 standing pipes, many serving individual houses. People
are very happy that there is no longer a problem with water. This has
resulted in less problems with water-borne diseases which was a very big
problem.” The water project was never about just getting water to the
community; it was about improving the health of the community, reducing
the number of infant deaths and bringing down the number of children
missing school through illness.
Geoffrey also indicated that the MP for the neighbouring northern
constituency had become involved as he was keen for the water system to
be extended to serve his constituents, particularly those at the Enukweni
maternity unit – about 10 kms further north. This would be of immense
benefit to the local people and the more people with access to clean
water, the better it is for all.

On another positive, and definitely
exciting, note the Kirk Session has
approved a visit from our Friends in
Engcongolweni during September next
year. This is still fairly ‘hot off the
press’ and there are no details yet of
who might come or when, how long
they might stay or what our programme
might be. We will probably work on a visit duration of 10 – 12 days but
the Engcongolweni Support Group will be meeting to thrash out all the
details. The last time Engcongolweni visited was in September 2009,
when Rev Joshua Nyangulu led a large team of church people and school
teachers. The plan this time is to invite 4 or 5 Church people and give
them an opportunity to see at first-hand what life is like in a Scottish
congregation.
Early next year we will need to embark on some fund-raising to cover the
visit costs. These (at the moment) are roughly around £1,500 per
person, based on hospitality being provided by members of the
congregation. Nearer the time, we will be inviting people to offer bed
space, meals, transport etc. This will be a great opportunity to welcome
our friends and strengthen the bonds between us.
On a sunny day in June (yes, there was one!) three car-loads of knitted
goods, along with donated items of toiletries and pencils, were delivered
to The Raven Trust in Strachur. A
drive alongside Loch Lomond, up the
Rest and Be Thankful and down the
edge of Loch Fyne was wonderful
and a warm welcome awaited from
Sue Challis at Strachur. The
shipment is due to leave late
August/early September and the 28
boxes should arrive in Engcongolweni
before Christmas. At least two boxes
are destined for the orphans at each Prayer House. Many thanks to
those of you who donated goods or money towards these gifts and many
thanks also, to those who helped pack the boxes and deliver them to
Strachur.
Robin Arnott

Fairtrade
A Thought for Today
Now that I have to wear my specs to see my breakfast, I am able to
read the label on my jar of marmalade. It says:
“Thank you for buying this product. You have just helped Traidcraft to
Guarantee producers a fair deal
Secure sustainable livelihoods
Provide schooling and healthcare
Fund community projects like clean water”
So I improved the world by just eating breakfast!
P.S. If you don’t like marmalade, you can buy Traidcraft honey,
strawberry jam, peanut butter, coffee, tea and muesli and get the day
off to an equally good start.
Winnie Wood

Path of Renewal
20 Congregations from across the Church of Scotland will form a pilot group
for the Path of Renewal Project. This will be led by the Rev Graham Duffin,
Minister at Loanhead, in his role within the Panel on Review and Reform. The
Rev Liz Crumlish has been selected to be the Coordinator, and I am privileged
to have been asked to work alongside her as a consultant to this major change
process from 1 September this year.
The Path of Renewal project will train, coach and mentor the Ministers, Sessions, and Congregations of 20 churches over a period of 2-3 years with the
aim to helping of them become truly Missional. Through participation in this
project they will learn new skills, understand change processes and how to do
things in entirely new and creative ways. These skills will help the bring the
Gospel to the communities of which they are a part.
Some 45 congregations have asked to be considered for the project and the
first task is to devise a fair, consistent and objective selection process, by deciding what criteria will apply and then devising interview questions. Once the
20 churches have been selected we will search for coaches and mentors in
time for the project to start from 1 January 2016.
Assuming the pilot is a success, and this has to be more than a hope, the
project will be 'rolled out' to the rest of us from 2017/2018.
Please pray for everyone involved; for discernment, good judgement, impartiality, energy, enthusiasm, motivation and tirelessness (not much there, really!)
Richard Lloyd

An invitation:
I do hope you have all enjoyed your summer break and I would
like to invite you to join us, at The Guild, on the first and
third Wednesday of each month at 7.30 pm.
The Guild work continues this year with the first two of six projects which
are being sponsored over the next three years. The first two being, Care
for the family and Prospects.
Our agenda for the next few months is as follows:
16 Sept:
7th Oct:
21st Oct:
4th Nov:
18th Nov:
2nd Dec:
16th Dec:

Opening evening with Communion.
Delivering Christmas Shoeboxes in Belarus.
Muriel Rayner.
Dogs for the Blind
Christine John - My Journey
Engcongolweni - Robin Arnott
Care for the family
A funny thing happened on the way to the
Cathedral - Richard Lloyd.

Date for your diary:
16th April 2016 A trip to ''Jane Haining'' house. Details to follow.
We continue to pray for the work of The Guild, worldwide, and look forward
to an exciting year ahead.
Elizabeth Fisher

Date for your Dairy
The Church fundraising committee invites you to come along to
their latest fundraising event, which is to be held in Dalgety Parish
Church on Friday 23rd October 2015. Once again After Eight Mince
is going to delight our audience with their unique brand of
entertainment and fun. The show starts at 7.30 pm and aims to run
till 10.00 pm. Tickets cost £8.00 and are available from the church
office.
All are welcome and we look forward to seeing you on the night.
Sybil Cobban

“You can't stay in your corner of the forest waiting for others to come to
you.
You have to go to them sometimes.”
A few months back I tried to explain to folks what Messy is and what it is
NOT! You might remember!

Well I can honestly say that our Messy
Weekend demonstrated all the above
characteristics and more! We had fabulous
storytelling, a multitude of different crafts and
challenges, times of worship, a bouncy castle
and lots of food. (I especially enjoyed helping
to make and eat the largest banana split I’ve
ever seen!) The whole weekend was around
the theme of Winnie the Pooh and how we
could relate these well-known fictional
characters to characters in the Bible. The
church was decorated with brilliant artwork,
quotes and of course our very own Hundred
Acre Wood with its own working stream where
folks could reflect and pray and even play “prayer sticks”.

It was great to see families coming into the church and getting involved with
all the activities and being able to talk and build relationships with them, it
was a great experience. I hope you felt the same buzz and excitement
around the church as I did.
However none of this would have been possible without the hard work and
commitment of so many people. It always amazes me how things just get
done and sorted often without anything needing to be said. The team were
fabulous! I just want to say a huge thank you to everyone who helped out in
any way, big or small, for your time, energy and patience!!! I think the
weekend has been a great experience for the church and has helped people
develop and discover new talents they did not know they had or have been
hiding!
So what now? Well our next Messy Church is on the 27th of September. We
are always looking for helpers, so if you are interested in getting involved in
any way please speak to one of the team. Even if you can’t help on the day
there is lots of preparation needs done beforehand so that would be a great
help.
Finally, can I ask that you continue to pray for the families who come to
Messy. I’m excited to see our Messy Church grow and to see what God has
in store for us and our community. Maybe you know someone who would
enjoy coming to Messy Church. Why not come with them, remember Messy
is for everyone!
TTFN ….. Ta Ta for Now!
Anne Yarney

Stewardship
Update
Stewardship Update
During our “Bridge the Gap” campaign of 2014 we promised to report back
to the congregation and confirm if we did reach our £12,000 target. I am
delighted to say that you, as a generous and giving congregation, have
done exactly that. In very simple terms the uplift in offerings amounts to
c. £11,000 and with Gift Aid added to this it would appear we have actually
BRIDGED THE GAP! Thank you to everyone for reconsidering their
offerings. Your contributions have all added together to make a huge
difference. The Team also had a secondary target of encouraging people
to change over to envelopes or Standing Order as their form of giving. We
are delighted to tell you that this has been successful too and has,
consequently, increased the amount Dalgety Parish Church can claim as
Gift Aid. Always an added bonus! Don’t become complacent though,
please reconsider your giving on a regular basis and not just wait for the
next Stewardship campaign on money!
The “Who Offers What?” theme in 2015 has also proved to be extremely
successful with many new faces taking on new roles. We, as a church
family, can all pull together and use our Talents for the good of the church
and our community and the Stewardship Team are very grateful to
everyone who has taken part this year. All the very best in your new roles!
Keep your eyes on the Wall of Work as Convenors may post new tasks
there at any moment…..
2016 will see the Stewardship Team concentrating on Time and planning
for this is now underway with our new Convenor, Michael Yarney taking
the reins. More information on our ideas will be available later in the year.
If you would like to become a part of the Stewardship Team please come
along to any of our meetings or speak to me or Michael to find out more;
it’s great fun and as the theme changes year on year it’s always
interesting to see where God leads us.

Veronica Simpson

The Men’s Breakfast team have been busy so far this year, with lots more
coming up in the next few months. We have been very fortunate to add
Norman Kurzman and Alan Thornton from St Columba’s Episcopal Church in
Aberdour, to our brigade of chefs.
So far this year, we have held four breakfasts, the most recent being in July
when we were delighted to welcome Pauline Hoey. She shared some stories
about the work she does in and around Dunfermline, particularly with those
she encounters in the Glen who, for whatever reason, find themselves
marginalised and needing help.
One of our main aims has always been to encourage men to join us and to
invite their friends to join us, to share a time of fellowship. Recently we have
extended the invitation to join us beyond Dalgety Parish Church and have
been delighted to welcome new friends from other local churches.
We have some fantastic events coming up to keep us busy over the next few
months. By the time WOW goes to press we will have faced our toughest
critics yet as we are arranging a breakfast for the children and adults
attending the Messy Church weekend in early August. In September we are
holding a congregational breakfast on 12th September and would be delighted
to see as many of you as possible there. As we did last year, we are
supporting this year’s Harvest appeal, which is Mary’s Meals, and we are
delighted to announce that John Helliwell from Mary’s Meals will be coming to
tell us a little of the work that the charity does. There is also a wealth of
information on Mary’s Meals website www.marysmeals.org.uk/ so come along
on the 12th September and enjoy a Malawi inspired breakfast .
Our final breakfast of the year will be on 21st November. We would like to say
a big thank you to everyone involved in the Men’s Breakfasts, particularly
those who come along to (hopefully) enjoy the breakfasts.
Come along on the 12th of September and join in the noise of fellowship!
Alan D, Alan T, Iain, Michael, Norman and Richard

What Next?
We all have places we will remember all our lives, made special for a
variety of reasons. It may be a place where we grew up; went on family
holidays; on honeymoon. It may be a place where there's something
about it we can't quite explain, but where we feel safe, calm, at peace.
Or it may be something more day-to-day: where you walk the dog or the
view from your home, when you open the curtains or blinds.

Whatever memory, whatever the place, take a few moments to think of
that place. Imagine it in your mind’s eye; take in the sights, the smells,
the whole scene.

I hope that made you smile. For even if it's a place you can no longer
visit or there were people in that memory who are on longer with you,
you carry that place and those people in your heart. That memory is part
of what makes you you. Cherish and celebrate the special places you will
remember all your life.
DPC has become a special place for me. I can hardly believe it's over a
year since I flew to Engcongolweni, as part of your twinning visit. Oh,
that is a memory and experience I treasure: one of many throughout my
time with you.

You were all so hospitable, warm and friendly from the off.

Very quickly,
I felt I had been here for years (in a good way!). That made adjusting to
the role of assistant minister, so much easier. Thank you.

I look back and see a lot of mugs of tea drunk (though that may have
been just me) and a lot of laughter. There have been sad times too, as
we've said our final goodbyes to departed friends and, in February,
wished Alasdair and Maureen well as they headed to pastures new.

And soon, there will be another goodbye to make, to yours truly. It was
always inevitable I would be going at the end of September. That is when
my placement comes to an end. At the moment, I am seeking where God
is calling me to minister; where my 'own' church will be.

That process began at on 1st July, and I have to say it's really quite
strange, wading through parish profiles, talking to Interim Moderators
and meeting with Nomination Committees. Strange, exciting, a little bit
scary and wonderful all at the same time.

At the moment, I don't know where that church or churches will be. I
am pushing on some doors; some may not open, others may not be right
once I see what lies behind them. I am sure, with God's guidance, I will
push one of those doors and I will just know that it opens out onto the
right pathway for me.

It's been great, it's been a roller-coaster at times, but boy, DPC is a
place I will remember all my life. Because of you, each and everyone of
you and the way you love God and love others. The way you have loved
and supported me.
In time, I will let you know where I've gone. Wherever it is, I know I can
only be the minister I am called to be because I had the enormous
privilege of serving as your assistant minister. So, thank you.

With every blessing
Susan

Refresh meets on the last Friday of the month at
10.00 am in Room 1. Basically we are a coffee
morning, but with a difference, in that we don’t only
share coffee, cake and chat, but we also focus on a topic which
refreshes us. In the past this has varied from music and
memories to faith and fruit of the Spirit! Do come and join us
for an hour of fellowship, fun and food plus a Christian thought
to take away for encouragement. Our meetings for the next
few months are as follows:
28th August – Friendship
25th September – Travel
30th October – Prayer
27th November - Advent
Alison McGregor

The Peace Pole is now in the ground and will remind everyone to
support peace and justice. We are now awaiting the building of the
sensory garden over the next few weeks. If you feel you could help out
for even an hour over the next five weeks please contact Norman
Kurzman on 820401. Once the path is completed, we will be looking for
the congregation to become involved by donating money towards the
purchase of one or more plants from a list which state prices and will be
placed on the Church notice board. Any money donated and not actually
spent on the actual plants will contribute to the remaining cost of
materials used in the garden’s construction. We are working to a
deadline of the beginning of October to ensure the Garden is ready
when the Moderator visits at the end of October.

Eco Community Event
The Eco community event at the beginning of June was well
supported and whilst the weather and early start resulted in low numbers
of the public coming to the event, the Community Outreach Group have
agreed this will become an annual event. For those who attended it was
a fun day, with people sharing ideas and thoughts about how we can all
do something for our environment. A big thank you to all the helpers,
it was much appreciated.

Rhona thinks Yule love this

During the morning there was an Eco-Congregation
Scotland baton hand over between Dalgety Parish
Church to The Reverend Trevor Jamison,
the Environmental Chaplain for Eco-Congregation
Scotland. Eco-Congregation Scotland is taking this
baton to Paris, to express the demands of churches
through-out Scotland to promote global climate
justice. The baton is being passed around churches in Scotland throughout
the summer of 2015 and carries the hopes and aspirations of Christians
across Scotland for climate justice to be central to any agreement reached
at the conference.
http://www.ecocongregationscotland.org/get-involved/events/baton-relay/

Eco Group
The Eco Group is very keen for more people to become involved. If you
you feel you can help out in any way please contact Norman Kurzman
on 820401.

Church of Scotland World Mission Council
The theme at General Assembly this year was ‘Living Stones’ which shared
stories from across Scotland about how people throughout the world are
getting involved in the work of the world church. The Church of Scotland
World Mission Council run a number of events which you may be
interested in attending:
1. On 12th September, there will be holding a World Mission Resources
Day in Bridge of Allan. At this event there will be guest speakers,
workshops and a resource area.
2. On 17th October there is an ACTS Anti-Human Trafficking Conference.
This is being held at St George’s Tron in Glasgow. This will be an
excellent opportunity to find out more about the reality of human
trafficking and how you can make a difference.
3. Christian Aid celebrates its 70th birthday this year and they are
planning a conference on 3rd October in Edinburgh, if you are
interested keep an eye on the Christian Aid website. The World
Mission Council produce a number of resources to support
congregations. There is a weekly email update providing stories from
partner churches and information about up-coming events. WM, the bi
monthly magazine is full of information. To ensure that you receive
either or both of these please email kbradley@churchofscotland.org.uk. You
can also join the Facebook group – Church of Scotland World Mission
Council to keep up to date with all the latest news.

This year's Harvest Appeal is for that wonderful charity Mary's
Meals. Feeding over a million children a year at school in 16
countries, Mary's Meals truly does break the link between
children not attending school and hunger. It does this by
providing them with a daily hot meal of vitamin-enhanced,
nourishing porridge. The cost to feed a child is only £12.20
for a whole year. Mary's Meals has an enviable record of
spending only 7% of what it collects on administration, so you
know that when you give, it will reach those needy children.
Every child deserves an education and enough to eat.
Every child receives one daily meal in their place of education and that all
those who have more than they need, share with those who lack even the
most basic things.
Working together with those who share our vision, we believe there is no good
reason why this cannot be realised.
In the words of Mary's Meals Founder and CEO Magnus Macfarlane-Barrow,
'What’s important to us is the hungry child. When there are hungry children
in front of us today, we’re going to feed them, and at the same time we’re
going to work on the solution to getting them fed in the long term, creating a
global movement of people who believe in this vision'.
Mary’s Meals is a global movement supported by people from many walks of
life and different backgrounds.
Our mission is to enable people to offer their money, goods, skills, time, or
prayer, and through this involvement, provide the most effective help to those
suffering the effects of extreme poverty in the world’s poorest communities.
We welcome all into the Mary’s Meals family and we believe everyone has
something important to contribute to the realisation of our vision.

14 year old Edward, when asked about his hopes said
As though this
were a daring dream!

Within this WOW magazine, you'll receive a letter from Christine, a Mary's
Meals Gift Aid form and a reply envelope. Please give generously to this
worthy cause and, if you have one, don't forget to bring along your home
collecting boxes on the 20th September! If you are a taxpayer, please also
complete the Gift Aid form - this will ensure Mary's Meals can claim an
additional 25% on top of your donation.
Please put your donation, and the Gift Aid form, if appropriate, in the reply
envelope, and place it in the box in the Hall of Fellowship, or hand it in to
the office.
Richard Lloyd
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A recent question by a man in the congregation: "What do we do when we leave (to
go to rooms 3, 4 and 5) on a Sunday morning?" Perhaps others may want to know
as well.
With the children, we follow the same lectionary/scripture readings as the
congregation worshipping in the sanctuary.
2015/2016 we will be building on our children and adults share leading, which
started in May this year. An open invite is given for anyone to share lead (using
Spill the Beans C of S material): reading a poem, saying a prayer, reading from the
bible or taking part in a sketch.
Over the next five months we will be looking at: Church conundrums, a Church to
welcome all, Grace, questions, what matters, Glory, being called, promises, love,
truth, hospitality and compassion.
As we reflect and discuss the scripture and its relevance to today, we will be making
a bird's nest, creating a book, learning BSL fingerspelling alphabet, coin rubbing,
having challenges and celebrating.
If you would like to link into any of the activities that the children are involved
in details are on the noticeboard in the café. If you would like to see a selection of
the scriptures covered they are written on the rings on the display board in the back
large hall/R5.
Any of the leaders are always more than happy to chat with anyone.
Thank you.

